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Today's world. characterised by
ever accelerating social and

technical changes, demands that
educational structures are able to

continually adapt to new situations.

New educational models,
demonstrating greater flexibility,
need to replace the rigidity and
centralism of traditional models.
To promote a greater freedom of
education is to help schools stay in
touch with today's world.

Parents have the right to choose
the type of education they wish to
give their children. This freedom is
recognised by all human rights

legal instruments. However, such a
choice cannot be a genuine one as
long as the offer remains uniform.
Educationalists recognise today that
different pupils have different
needs. A genuine freedom of
education would lead to a true
variety of trainings responding to
the diversity of talents. personal
histories and cultural backgrounds
of children.

In the field of education. systems
managed by monopolies lead to
troubling raises in costs. States are
often in difficulty to deal with those
raises. A system with greater
freedoms, that would enable
decentralised decision powers and
involve the responsibility of school

directors and teachers, would offer
tools for a more effective
management of the costs
of education.

Among its tasks. the school must
educate pupils to become citizens:
preparing them to take
responsibilities and exercise their
freedoms in a democratic society.
But what is the validity of this
concept when school directors.
teachers and parents can only
execute directives that were
elaborated in their absence?
Freedom of education would
enable, within every school. the
participation and co-responsibility
of all those concerned.

Modern societies are no longer
defined by a unique culture. It is no
longer culture as such that is the
motor of social cohesion. but the
recognition of a pluralism of values
in a spirit of enlightened tolerance.
States can no longer justify their
monopoly of education by the need
to promote unified values.

A freedom of education that
respects the other prepares
children to today's social reality.

FOUNDATION

OIDEL was created in 1955, by forty
political personalities, educational
experts and parents. It collaborates
with the European Union and
international non-governmental orga-
nisations. OIDEL was attributed the
status of public interest

organisation by the Canton of Geneva.
which hosts its headquarters.

OBJECTIVES

OIDEL aims to:

to research in the field
of the right to education, of freedom of
education and educational policies;

with human rights
international organisations in the
promotion of the right to education
and freedom of education;

training programmes on the
right to education and develop a
network of concerned individuals and
institutions:

those who wish to create.
manage or finance independent
schools;

public opinion on progress
and violations of the right to education
and freedom of education.

MAIN
ACTIVITIES

with international
organisations.

. oral and written,

collaboration with experts and

lobbying during the meetings of the

following bodies:

- UN Commission on Human Rights

- UN Sub-Commission on the Promotion
and Protection of Human Rights

- UN Economic and Social Council

- UN Committee on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights

- International Conference on Education
(UNESCO/IBE)

- General Conference (UNESCO)

- Parliamentary Assembly
(Council of Europe)

- European Parliament

- European Commission

- UN World Conferences

of Symposia and
colloquia.

A post-graduate training
programme taking place at the UN
in Geneva during the meetings of
the Sub-Commission on Human
Rights. It is aimed primarily at
decision makers (diplomats, civil
servants, members of parliament).
activists. journalists, acadenics.
and students who have completed a
degree in law, social sciences or
education. The programme has
been running since 1995. and
benefits from the official support of
the Office of the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights.

OIDEL manages a network
regrouping worldwide experts:
jurists, economists, academics.
government representatives and
managers of independent schools.

OIDEL is involved in scientific
research in the fields of educational
policies and financing options for
schools. It maintains a
documentation centre on issues
related to freedom of education.
OIDEL disseminates the results of
its research through publications,
articles. newsletters and oral
interventions at conferences

and meetings.



